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God’s  Hospitality 
Luke 14:16-24 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1 What does the Bible say about God’s hospitality?  

 

Two men both started out together in similar 

businesses. One business failed and put it’s owner 

out on the streets. The other’s business had 

succeeded in making it’s owner very wealthy.  

 

They ran into one another years later. After a brief 

conversation about their past, the wealthy friend 

wrote out a check for several thousand dollars and 

gave it to his homeless friend. It was accepted with 

gratitude.  

 

A few weeks later they met again. The poor man was 

still in rags. The rich man asked what had happened. 

The answer, “I went to the bank to cash the check and 

saw all the people there in fine suites. I felt so 

unworthy to be there that I turned around and walked 

out!”  



The wealthy friend emphatically stated, “It doesn’t 

matter what you look like at the bank. It’s my 

signature on that check that matters. Cash it!”  

 

It’s the same way with our relationship to the kingdom 

of God. Lord Jesus went to the cross to make us 

worthy to enter the kingdom. It doesn’t matter how 

unworthy you feel. The price was paid for you at the 

cross. Cash the check!  

 

That’s God’s hospitality!  

 

The Gospel of Luke, chapter 14, verses 16 through 24 

explain how badly God wants you in His kingdom. 2  

 

Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great 

banquet and invited many guests. At the time of the 

banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had 

been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 

“But they all alike began to make excuses. The first 



said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see 

it. Please excuse me.’ “Another said, ‘I have just 

bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try 

them out. Please excuse me.’ 1 3 

“Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  

“The servant came back and reported this to his 

master. Then the owner of the house became angry 

and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the 

streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, 

the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ “ ‘Sir,’ the 

servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but 

there is still room.’ 2 4 

 

“Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads 

and country lanes and make them come in, so that my 

house will be full. I tell you, not one of those men who 

were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’ ” 3 5 

 
 

1 Luke 14:16-19. 
2 Luke 14:20-22. 
3 Luke 14:23-24. 



 

I. God Has Prepared a Kingdom in 

Which We Can All Share 

God has prepared a kingdom in which we can all 

share. 6  

 

Verse 16, Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing 

a great banquet and invited many guests.  

 

He has been very generous in His preparation. 7  

 

He has been preparing it since the beginning of time. 

Ephesians, chapter 1, verse 4, For he chose us in him 

before the creation of the world to be holy and 

blameless in his sight. 8  

 

The cost was high. God provided His Only Son’s life! 4 

9 

 
4 John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 



 

He has made it a place of joy. The Bible pictures 

heaven as a great banquet – a place for having fun! 

You, as a Christian, are meant to have fun in your life. 

10 

God has made it to be the answer to your lost 

condition. 11  

 

He has not revealed any other way to be saved except 

through His Son! 12  

 

John, chapter 3, verse 18, Whoever believes in him is 

not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because he has not believed in 

the name of God’s one and only Son. 13  

 

John, chapter 14, verse 6, Jesus answered, I am the 

way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 14  

 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.  



 

First John, chapter 5, verse 12, He who has the Son 

has life; he who does not have the Son of God does 

not have life. 15  

 

If God hadn’t loved us as much as He did and did what 

He did for us, we’d all be lost!  

 

After the preparation comes the invitation. 16  

 

II. God Wants Everybody in His Kingdom 

God wants everybody in His kingdom! 17  

 

There is no one who is not welcomed. Verse 21, The 

servant came back and reported this to his master. 

Then the owner of the house became angry and 

ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets 

and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the 

crippled, the blind and the lame.’ Although you are 



completely unworthy of His love, God wants you! 

Amazing! 18  

 

He wants His house to be filled with His guests! Verse 

23, Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the 

roads and country lanes and make them come in, so 

that my house will be full. 19  

 

But amazingly, many have refused His invitation! 

Why? 20  

 

One was too concerned about his business. 5 He 

didn’t have enough time. 21  

 

One was pre-occupied with his possessions. 6 Are you 

too pre-occupied with your house, or car, or boat, or 

 
5 Luke 14: 18 - The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. 
Please excuse me.’  
6 Luke 14:19 - Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my 
way to try them out. Please excuse me.’  



camper, or hobby or sports to be interested in 

spiritual things? 22  

 

One was too concerned with something he considered 

more important – marriage! 7 23  

 

These things are all important, but not more important 

than God! 24  

 

How might they have responded? 25  

 

The businessman’s response could have been: “Lord, 

I’m a sinner and a frail human being who needs Your 

blessing upon my work. I’ll come!” 26  

 

The one with possessions response could have been: 

“Lord, I need Your forgiveness. I want to be a good 

steward of all You’ve given me. I’ll come!” 27  

 

 
7 Luke 14:20 - Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  



The newly married man’s response could have been: 

“Lord, I want to be saved from my sins & start a new 

life with my wife. We need You as the head of our 

home. I’ll come!” 8 28  

 

So – a search was demanded of all who would accept 

the invitation! 9 29 The Jews, the chosen people, had 

rejected the invitation. 30 The Gentiles, 10 considered 

not worthy by the Jews, were given the invitation. 31  

 

No matter what you’ve done or how unworthy you 

feel, God’s invitation to enter heaven has been given 

to you!  

 

So . . . 32  

 

 
8 “Excuses, Excuses, Excuses”, Our Daily Bread.  
9 Luke 14:21 - ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in 
the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  
10 The non-Jewish people. 



III. God Insists that His Servants Give Top 

Priority to Seeking Out People for His 

Kingdom 

God insists that His servants give top priority to 

seeking out people for His kingdom! 33  

 

We are servants, and His command is to go! 34  

 

Matthew, chapter 28, verses 18 through 20 11 tells us 

to make disciples, baptize and teach them. 35  

 

Mark, chapter 16, verse 15 12 tells us to preach the 

gospel 13 to everyone. 36  

 

All have been invited, but God’s servants must 

compel them to come in! 37 The word compel, 13 in the 

 
11 Matthew 28:18-20 - Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”  
12 Mark 16:15 - He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good 
news to all creation.  



original language, actually means to bend the arm up, 

to force or persuade. This sounds like we are to 

wrestle people to the ground, tie them up and drag 

them to church! Right? 38 No! But how much time and 

effort do you take to witness the good news and 

invite? 39  

 

You are the redeemed and your duty to the Redeemer 

is to proclaim the redemption! Romans, chapter 12, 

verse 1, Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of 

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God — this is your spiritual act of 

worship. It is reasonable to sacrifice in order to serve 

God! 40 How much sacrificing for God have you done 

lately? 41  

 

You know, there are spiritual benefits to serving God. 

42  

 

 
13 The good news! 



You have the opportunity to express your gratitude to 

the One Who saved you by passing on that saving 

message. It’s like one beggar telling another beggar 

where to find food. 43  

 

There appears to be a deeper spiritual life for the ones 

who share their faith with others. 44  

 

We are not only to share our faith but to pray for 

others to do the same! In Matthew, chapter 9, verses 

37 and 38, Lord Jesus said to His disciples, The 

harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 

Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 

into his harvest field. 45  

 

God is deadly serious about the salvation of the 

sinner – enough so to have Lord Jesus go to the 

cross! 46  

 

You need to be serious about it too!  
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